








D4 - 
Y), WRGE. Re 


Pie 





CONNOISSEUR. 
By Mr. TOWN, 


Critic and Censor-GENERAL. 





NUMBER XV. 
THURSDAY, My 9; 1754. 








— — Tu dic, mecum quo pignore certes. Vir. 


Sag FRIEND of mine who belongs to the Stamp- 
Office acquaints me, that the revenue arifing 
from the duty on cards and dice continues to 
increafe every year, and that it now brings 





in near fix times more than it did at firtt, 

This will not appear very wonderful, when we confider 
that gaming is now become rather the bufinefs than amufe- 
ment of our perfons of quality; that their whoje attention is 
employed in this important article, and that they are more 
concerned about the tranfactions of the two clubs at White's 
than the proceedings of both Houfes of Parliament. Thus 
it happens that eftates are now almoft as frequently made 
over by whift and hazard as by deeds and fettlements ; and 
Gg the 











































fe a ee eh — 








86 Th CONNOISSEUR. No. 15 


the chariots of many of our nobility may be faid (like 
Count Bafft’s in the play) “ to roll upon the four aces,” 


Tuis love of gaming has taken fuch entire poffeffion of 
their ideas, that it infe¢éts their common converfation. The 
management of a difpute was formerly attempted by reafon 
and argument ; but the new way of adjufting all difference 
in opinion is by the {word ora wager: fo that the.only gen- 
teel method of diffent is to rifk a thoufand pounds, or take 
your chance of being run through the body. The ftrange 
cuftom of deciding every thing by a wager is fo univerfal, that 
if (in imitation of Sw7/t) any body was to publith a fpecimen 
of Polite Converfation, inftead of old fayings and trite repar- 
tees he would inall probability fill his dialogues with little more 
than bet after bet, or now and then a calculation of the odds, 


Wuire’s, the prefent grand fcene of thefe tranfactions 
was formerly diftinguifhed by gallantry and intrigue. During 
the publication of the Tatler, Sir Richard Steel thought pro- 
per to date all his love-news from that quarter: but it would 
now be as abfurd to pretend to gather any fuch intelligence 
from White's; as to fend to Batfon’s for a lawyer, or to the 
Roll’s Coffee-houfe for a man-midwife, 


Tue gentlemen who now frequent this place profefs a 
kind of univerfal Scepticifm ; and as they look upon every 
thing as dubious, put the iflue upon a wager. There is no- 
thing however trivial or ridiculous, which is not capable of 
producing a bet. Many pounds have been Icft upon the 
colour of a coach-horfe, an article in the news, or the change 
of the weather. The birth of a child has brought great ad- 
vantages to perfons not in the leaft related to the family it was 
born in; and the breaking off a match has affected many in 
their fortunes, befides the parties immediately concerned. 
Bur 








No. 15. Th CONNOISSEUR. 87 


Bur the moft extraordinary part of this fafhionable practice 
is what in the gaming dialect is called, pitting one man 
againft another ; that is, in plain Englifh, wagering which 
of the two will live longeft. In this manner people of the 
moft oppofite characters make up the fubject of a bet. A 
player perhaps is pitted againft a duke, an alderman againft 
a bifhop, or a pimp with a privy-counfellor. There is {carce 
one remarkable perfon, upon whofe life there are not many 
thoufand pounds depending, or one perfon of quality whofe 
death will not leave feveral of thefe kinds of mortgages 
upon his eftate. The various changes in the health of 
one, who is the fubject of many bets, occafions very fe- 
rious reflections in thofe who have ventured large fums 
on his life and death. Thofe who would be gainers by 
his deceafe, upon every flight indifpofition, watch all the 
ftages of his illnefs, and are as impatient for his death, 
as the undertaker who expects to have the care of his 
funeral ; while the other fide are very follicitous about his 
recovery, fend every hour to know how he does, and 
take as much care of him, as a clergyman’s wife does 
of her hufband who has no other fortune than his living. 
I remember a man with the conftitution of a porter, upon 
whofe life very great odds were laid ; but when the perfon he 
was pitted againft was expected to dye every week, this man 
unexpectedly fhot himfelf through the head, and the know- 
ing ones were taken in. 


TuouGcu moft of our follies are imported from France, 
this has had its rife and progrefs entirely in England. In 
the laft illnefs of Louis the fourteenth Lord Stair laid a 
wager on his death; and we may guefs what the French 
thought of it, from the manner in which Voltaire .mentions 
it in his Siécle de Louis xiv. * Le Roi fut attaqué vers le milieu 
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« mois d’Aoft. Le Comte de Stair Ambaffadeur d’ Angle- 
“« terre Paria, felon le genie de fa nation, que le Roi ne 
“< pafferoit pas le mois de Septembre.” “ The King, fays he, 
‘“* was taken ill about the middle of Auguft; when Lord 
“« Stair, the ambaflador from England BETTED, according 
“< to the genius of bis nation, that the King would not live 
«* beyond September. 


I am in fome pain left this cuftom fhould get among the 
ladies, They are at prefent very deep in cards and dice ; and 
while my lord is gaming abroad, her ladyfhip has her 
rout at home. Iam inclined to fufpe& that our women 
of fafhion will alfo learn to divert themfelves with this polite 
practice of laying wagers. A birthday fuit, the age of a 
beauty, who invented a particular fafhion, or who were 
fuppos’d to be together at the laft mafquerade, would 
frequently give occafion for bets. This would alfo afford 
them a new method for the ready propagation of fcandal, 
as the truth of feveral ftories which are continually flying 
about the town would naturally be brought to the fame 
teft. Should they proceed further to ftake the lives of their 
acquaintance againft each other, they would doubtlefs bet 
with the fame fearlefs fpirit as they are known to do at 
brag : one hufband perhaps would be pitted againft another, 
or a woman of the town againft a maid of honour, In a 
word, if this once becomes fafhionable among the ladies, we 
fhall foon fee the time, when an allowance for bet-money 
will be ftipulated in the Marriage Articles. 


As the vices and follies of perfons of diftinction are very 
apt to fpread, Iam much afraid left this branch of gaming 
fhould defcend to the common people. Indeed it feems 
already to have got among them, We have frequent 
accounts 
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accounts in the daily papers of tradefmen riding, walking, 
> eating and drinking for a wager. The contefted eledtion 
' in the city has occafioned feveral extraordinary bets: 1 
_ know a butcher in Leadenball market, who laid an ox toa 
fhin of beef on the fuccefs of Sir Sohn Barnard againft 
_ the field; and have been told ofa Publican in Thames fret, 
_ who ventured an hogfhead of intire butt on the. candi- 
date who ferves him with beer. 


We may obferve that the fpirit of gaming difplays itfelf 
with as much variety among the loweft as the higheft order 
of people. It is the fame thing, whether the dice rattle in 
an orange barrow or at the Hazard table. A couple of 
chairmen in a night-cellar are as eager at put or all-fours, 
» as a party at St. Sames’s at a rubber of whift; and the 
_ E.O. table is but an higher fort of Merry-go-round, where 
_ you may get fix halfpence for one, fix pence for one, and fix 
C twopences for one. If the practife of pitting fhould be alfo 

_ propagated among the vulgar, it will be common for prize- 


- fighters to ftake their lives againft each other, and two 


pickpockets may lay which of them fhall firft go to the 


- gallows. 





To give the reader a full idea of one wholly employed 
in this manner, I fhall conclude my paper with the character 
_ Montano. Montano was born heir to a nobleman remark- 
_ able for deep play, from whom he very early imbibed the 
_ principles of gaming. When he was at fchool, he was the 
_ moft expert of any of his playfellows at taw, and would 
_ often ftrip them of their whole week’s allowance at chuck. 
) He was afterwards at the head of every match at football 
) or cricket ; and when he was captain he made a lottery, 


) but went away without drawing the prizes. He is ftil] 
Hh talked 
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talked of at the {chool fora famous difpute he had with 
another of his own caft about their fuperiority in learning; 
which they decided by toffing up heads or tails who was 
the beft fcholar. Being too great a genius for our univerfi- 7 
ties at home, he was fent abroad on his travels, but never h 
got further than Paris; where having loft a confiderable | . 
bet of four to one concerning the taking a town in Flanders, 
he was obliged to come back with a few guineas he bor- 
rowed to bring him over. Here he foon became univer- 
fally known by frequenting every gaming-table and attend- 
ing every horfe-race in the kingdom. He firft reduced 
betting into an art, and made White's the grand market for 
wagers. He is at length fuch an adept in this art, that 
whatever turn things take, he can never lofe: this he has _ 
effected by what he has taught the world to call hedging a 
bet. There is fcarce an election in the kingdom which 
will not end to his advantage ; and he has lately fent over 
commiffions to Paris to take up bets on the recall of the 
parliament. He was the firft that ftruck out the above- | 
mentioned pra¢tice of pitting, in which he is fo thoroughly 
verfed, that the death of every perfon of quality may be 
faid to bring him a legacy; and he has fo contrived the 
bets on his own life, that, live or die, the odds are in his 














favour. 
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